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INSTALLING FABTECH'S 2-INCH ST

LEVELING KIT e
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01, Simplicity is the key with not an o
Worts: Matr Frminy the Fabtech 2-inch spacer lavel-
Fharography: Mot Emary ing kit. Note that the new
Fabtech shocks do not come
with the leveling kit, only the
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F-250 SUPER DUTY PICKUP: IT'S BIG. IT'S POWERFUL. IT'S S Stck m. :
BUILT LIKE A TANK, AND DIESEL FOLKS LIKE ITS POWER
OKE POWER. IT ALSO HAS A CURIOUS ATTITUDE. NO, B
WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT ITS MENTAL DEMEANOR: WE
ARE TALKING ABOUT THE FACT THAT THE FRONT END SITS EABTECH MOTORSPORTS
LOWER THAN THE REAR WHEN UNLOADED. YES, DEPEND- Dept DB ; SR
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YOU ARE RUNNING AROUND WITH A LOAD IN THE BED,
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02 There s no doubt that the big Ford is sturdy, but
it also has a bit of a nose-down attitude. To relieve
that stinkbug look is easier than you would think.

03 The tale of the tape shows that from the ground
to the upper edge of the wheelwell measures 39
inches axactly.

is a large vehicle, and it's much heavier than

any car you would be working on in the drive-
way, 50 approach your work accordingly and
with the correct support. Remembaer, any timea
coll springs are removed, there is the chance
of one getting away from you, so if you do not
have a spnng Compressor, rent one [{ you are
going to do this job yourself, be aware of
what can happen, be cautious and, above all,
use the right tools

On the other hand, you can have the
nstall done at a capable shop, such as your
local four-wheel specialty shop or any one of
the many 4 Wheel Parts Performance
Centers. We were on hand at the Santa Ana,
California, location as Chuy "Bizarro™ Pizarro
installed the Fabtech 2-inch spacer leveling
kit on a customer's vehicle. He has a lot of
experience with this type of work, so he had
the install done in short order. As much as we
like lying on a cold garage floor with a couple
of tons of truck suspended over our heads,
you at home may want to go the route of hav-

ing a pro do the work

Anyway, follow along as Pizarro gets the

Ford to ride on a level playing field. 0B
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05, The electrical wire for the antilock brakes is also removed ; (' H « 14 IN ORDER FOR
from its support mounts. This is to allow better access and to - i

kaep any harm from coming to the wire. 046, With the arms low- ; p- . 3 L :"‘ m WFM{:’H
ered the spring can come out, although caution should be taken > L - \ SHEEKS m HI ﬂ
whenever the springs are worked on so that they don't fly out i ' P e, ! } i H: . SM PEEE

and cause damage to the walls (not to mention you). 07. For safe- 8 L i . « U ' {ﬂgﬂm" f.t"ld R'I'E‘LB

ty's sake, a few drops of Loctite or other thread-locking com- Y L A AN

pound should be used. 08. The assembly is installed. 07, Fabtech | ‘ g i A 'E'F Mﬂ{m ‘EDEE
says that the hardware should be torqued to 80 lb-ft. 10. The ¢ i g™ F g : d OF THE LOWER

stock hose mount is attached to the new bracket. 11. A new 1 " r R L SHSEH Mﬂm

bracket is also supplied for the upper hose mount. It seemed to —_— v -] ms Tg HE

be sasier to mount the new bracket to the hose mount first. ’
12. With the A-arm lowered the spring is installed. Note that it

may take a pry bar to get the spring back in place. 13. There s a

“stop” that the end of the spring needs to be aligned to. This is

important, so make sure that the spring is in the proper position.
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15, A die grinder equipped with a cutting wheel makes quick work of this, but for those of you ot home a Sawzall can be
used. 16. Always be sure to hit the cut area with a coat of paint. This will keep any rust from forming on the exposed
matal. 17, Fabtech recommends that for a stock look its FTS7192 front shocks be used for this application, although there
are also longer shocks available for those who want to add a few inches of lift. 16 A spacer is put in place between the
shock eyelet and the outer mount. 19. With the reattachment of the antilock brake wire, the end links and the caliper, the
Job is done. Note that the easiest way to reattach the end links is for the truck to be back on the ground, where the
weight will get them back into position. 20. The job is done. In a few hours all of the Fabtech pieces have been installed.
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